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Here Is a Message of Vital Concern to Every Farmer--Every vMer-
0 <&

H¡ <5
chant and Manufacturer-Every Citizen of Iowa! 

Read It All From First Word to  Last!

UmmprouecL ßoads co st
People of  IouJa

*25,000,000*° per year in  
lEinecessary vear and 

tear on their Cars

‘ str

Foùrteen years ago there were only 10,000 motor ve
hicles in the entire state of Iowa. Today there are 60 times 
as many—more than 600,000! And the million mark is only^a 
few years off!

To keep pace with our tremendous automotive growth and 
the progress of other states in this section of the Middle West, 
it is imperative that Iowa, at this time, adopt an economical, 
comprehensive, statewide program for improvement of its 
highways.

It has been clearly shown that the people of Iowa are 
losing $¿5,000,000 a year through increased consumption of 
gasoline and oil, and unnecessary wear and tear on their cars, 
in driving over unimproved roads.

On a “pay-as-we-go” basis, it will take from 16 to 30 years 
to complete the impro\ ament of our primary and secondary 
roads.

Under the program suggested by the Iowa Good Reads As
sociation—printed in full below—it will be possible to cora-

plete the improvement of the 6,660 miles of the state’s pri
mary road system in six years after funds are available, 
and also to drain and bring to grade the 11,000 miles of the 
county road system in eight years.

Since we are now suffering an unnecessary loss of $25,000,- 
000 a year, the people of Iowa will save $200,000,000 by com
pleting road improvements in eight years instead of sixteen 
years.

Under this program approximately 3,500 miles of the pri
mary road system—connecting every one of the 99 county 
seats in the state—will be paved, and the remaining 3,100 
miles -of the primary system will be surfaced with gravel 
or sand clay. In addition, the 11,000 miles of the county 
road system will be drained and brought to grade.

Unimproved roads are EXTRAVAGANCE—since they in
crease the cost of transportation. Good roads are ECONOMY 
—since they save the people of the state far more than they 
coet.
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W no a  C ent To ybu rP roperfi/ Thxes^
T H D F I T  QOTC'PQ As the most practical iI l lY l! i l! i  a i E j r O — and economicill W{iy t0
secure a state-wide system of good roads for 
(owa in the shortest possible lime, the Iowa Good 
Roads Association advocates that these (hree 
steps be taken—

1— PLAGE OUR PRIMARY ROAD> UN- 
STATE CONTROL.

2— ENACT A GASOI INE TAX OI- I W O 
CENTS A GALLON

3— SUBMIT AN $85.000,000 SERIAL BOND 
ISSUE TO A VOTE OF THE PEOPLE 
IN NOVEMBER. 1926.

i!i 'Platform of the 
Iowa Good Rc^ds 
«Association*

7 0 6  H ippce B ld g .,
' Des Moines, Iowa.

Make the  p r im ary  roari sys tem  s a d  ro a d s  new 
nnrd-snrfaced a  system of s t a te  roads w ho l ly  on- 
d rr  the  superv ision  of the  s t a le  for both c o n s t rn r -  
ilnn a n d  m afn tnfaenre .

l)o a n a y  w ith  the  IB J4 pe r  oeat spec ia l  aaaeea- 
rnent ag a in s t  » h o t t in g  p ro p e r ty  for p k r iag ,  a n d  re 
fund approx im ate ly  f3,(W)fl.OO(l a lready p a id  fo r  
paring by property  owner*

Pny p r in r lp n l  and In te re s t  on p r im a ry  road  
t'onds. If any  out of the  p r im a ry  road fu n d .

f o inplc te  th e  d ra in ing  a n d  grad ing  of t h e  11,000 
miles of  the  secondary, o r  county ,  road sy s tem .

I la rd -sa r face  approx im ate ly  3,000 mile* o f  the  
primary road  system Tills mileage to he  ca re fu l ly  
luslgnnted so  ns to form  a  ne l i ro rk  of h ig h w a y s  

.(iTcriug th e  en ti re  atnte a n d  connecting e v e r y  one 
of (he 00  comity  seats .  Su rface  the  r e m a in in g  
8,100 inlire of th e  p r im a ry  system w i th  g rave l  
or sand i lay

Increase availab le  fu n d s  fo r  this w o tk  t h r o u g h  
iho passage of a  tero-rent p e r  gnllon g aso l in e - tax :  
two-thirds of th is  gasoline  t a t  money t o  be  set 
cs.de fo r  secondary  roads,  and  one-th ird  fo r  p r i 
mary road  work.

As», the ( loncral Assembly to  subm it  to  t h e  peo
ple a t  th e  g enera l  e lection  In No tent ber, 1020 ,  a 
bill to a u ih o r l r e  the  Issuance  of « 8 8 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  of 
serial bonds to be need In p a r in g  tlio f e d e ra l  I n te r 
state  h ighways of thl« s ta te ,  o r  stieh o t h e r  p a r t  of  
ilia pi.mill  v system as may lie des ignated  by th e  
t .c iirral  Asaeiuhly upon th e  recom m enda tion  of th e  
s inte  Highway Commission.

I’ay the  principal and  In te res t ,  and r e t i r e  th ree  
'muds from th e  p r im ary  ro ad  fnnd (m a d e  e p  of 
lutmmil.ile license (res. federa l  alii and  o n e - th i rd  
■f the proposed gasoline tax )  and  W IT H O l 'T  T H F  
IMPOSITION n F  ANV O T H E R  TAX.

STATE CONTROL— Io w a »  now receiving $2,000,000 < $85,000,000 BOND ISSUE
a year from the Government as 

Federal Aid. Under the Federal law, effective Nov. 9. 1926,
Iowa vvili Jose this Federal Aid unless our primary road sys
tem h  placed under state control for construction and main- 
tainence. Iowa pays its full share of Federal taxes, and. will 
continue (o pay in the future, even if  we refuse to .accept Fed
ora) Aid funds by failing to comply with the federal law. With
out state control, the present generation will not get a con
nected. slate-wide system of improved roads. And it should 
be remembered that our primary roads are our principal 
“farm-tn-market” highways, carrying approximately 80 per 
cent oi our total ton traffic. LET’S GET ROADS THAT 
START SOMEWHERE AND GO SOMEWHERE.

GASOLINE TAX Thirty-seven states now have a gas
oline tax, imposed as the fairest and 

most equitable means of providing funds for road improve
ment woi’k. A tax of two cents a gallon on gasoline used in 
motor vehicles would provide an annual revenue o f approxi
mately $4,500,000 in Iowa. Of this amount, we recommend 
that one-third—estimated at $l,600,000r—go into the primary 
road fund each year, and the remaining two-thirds—approxi
mately $3,000,000—be apportioned to the various counties for 
improvement of county roads, greatly expediting this'impor- 
tant work.—8 w r  W T T A .

Orge iheJOegisIaiure Üo7/eîp

,To secure improvement 
o f Iowa’s roads .in the

shortest possible time, we recommend an issue of'seriaUbonds 
in the sum of $85,000,000 to be issued as needed and to be retired, 
both as to principal and interest In fifteen  years without add
ing a cent to real or personal property taxation. This very 
desirable end can be accomplished by using primary road 
funds for payment of bond principal and interest, without 
any additional taxation. This bond issue will make it pos
sible to abolish the present 12i/2 per cent assessment against 
property abutting on paved roads, and to refund approxi
mately $3,000,000 that has been already paid by property own
ers for paved roads.

I t  is no longer a question of w hether we can afford to is
sue bonds and build roads. It is  rather a question of how 
long we can afford NOT to build roads to carry our traffic.
As citizens of Iowa, we are now ta x in g  ourselves an enormous 
sum each year for poor roads. By issuing bonds we can com
plete a system of good roads eight years sooner than without 
a bond issue. We will thus save eight times $25,000,000—or 
the tremendous total of $200,000,000.

A bond issue for good roads means dollars and 
cents to YOU. It means greater prosperity—progress 
—convenience—economy—for the ENTIRE STATE

r

Following out this suggested program, there are three vital things the Legialature will 
oe asked to do nt its session, starting in January, to insure good roads for Iowa.

The Legislature will be asked to amend the present law’ and place the primary road sys
tem under state control for construction and maintainence, thereby complying with the 
federal law, retaining Federal Aid and insuring a comprehensive, connected, state-wide sys
tem of, improved roads.

The Legislature also will be asked to enact a gasoline tax of two cents ajgallon. Then 
those who use the highways pay for their improvement. Such a gasoline tax would cost 
the a\erngf> motorist only a small fraction of the loss he now sustains annually in driv
ing over unimproved roads.

In regard to the $85,000,000 bond* issue, the Legislature has no authority to issue 
bonds. But It has power to authorise a vote by the people at the general election in Novem
ber, 1926, on the bond proposition. It seems reasonable to expect that the Legislature 
wiU give the people an oportunliv to approve or reject the bond issue two yeare hence, 
after having had due time to study and analyse the question.

If you favor this program—which means money saved for you and greater prosperity 
for Iowa—tear the coupon from this advertisement and mail it to your senator or repre
sentative, properly signed. That will let him know hqw you stand on the question of 
Good Roads, and will help him decide his course Qf action when it comes time to vote on 
these important issues. MAIL THE COUPON TODAY I

M eal T oday To U bar
SeñalarorSeprvxniaiire

(N-* * *  e f  T aw r Sanate* a* R ayvaaeqtattvaj ’ * *

S .«  •  e a s e « « * . . . . . *

(Hi* AMt m i) ...................... ...

I m m  la flavor o f a  ■ re iría  of «aaS read s  t e r  law n.

A* one o f  y « n r  coçatttaeats, i  Brg# th a t  Jom 
•apport a  p ro g ram  « e h  u  I* propose« by th e  low*
Good Roads A ssociation ; tha t yon vote to  aabm lt 
the proposed «8S .000.000 aerial boad laaae to  th e  
people a t th e  g en era ! election la  l M e ; th a t yon 
ro ta  for a  t a r  o f  tw o renta a gallon s a  gasolina 
ii»ed In m otor vehicle*: and tha t yea aim» vote to  
place the p rim a ry  road n rte m  andar s ta te  cen tra l.

(T o ar  Kante)

(Year Address)


