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Florida Real Estate Boom Dazzles |
Duke Ellis; Tounsts Crowd State

——
Edltor's forword: This Ia the third of
r_merics of letters written Ly Ralph
Duke'  Eills, Iocal man, wintering In
.St. Peteraburg, 1Wa.

Dear Friends. I told ybu in my
last letter that one of these days I
wags going to write to you about St,
Po'lersburrz. and especinlly about the
real estate bhusiness down here, but
gosh all Friday. the more I see and
hear about it, the bigger the job
looks, and 1 hardly know where to
bLegin, and after 1 do begin, I'll he
darned If T know where I wiil end.
I have been in and around here now
for the last three weells, jurt loaf-
ing around taking In the sighta and
hasking in the sunshing, and every
time 1 would read In the papers
about the weather vou folk are huv-
ing up north, I would go out and
bask again

Well, to begin with, the whole
stnte of IPlorlda s in the throes of n
wonderfyl boom A few years ago
when, anybody thought of Flarida,
all they thought was down there was
Miami and Palm Beach where no-
body could go unless the old man
was a politician or had siruck oll,
bhut since the war there geems to he
so doggone many rich  people In
this «country who want to give thelr
money away, and these Floridians
are® good takers, that each year
sees an increasing flow of Cadillacs
and Plerer Arrows whose owners
come down fhere to aecqulre a coat
of tan play golf bathe and show
off, to savy nothing of the flow of
ifvvers whose owners come down
to eat oranges and plav horseshoes.
I guess that Minmi was the first
town to spread out and like the
fteh, it was catchlng so now the
whole state has the disease. and real
estaters are thicker than sparrows
It you should go up in an airplane
and drop anyvwhere in the state you
would light on a real estater who
avould sell you a .ot before he in
auired how many ribs you had
busted

Hotels Going Up Fast.

It will be three years in March
since 1 was here, and at that time
on my return north [ told every
one who would lend me an ear that
I thought Florida was a coming
state. 1 hate to say ‘[ told you so "
hut she sure is a-coming at a sixty
mile an hour gait and the next
legislature is already talking of cs-
tablishing 8 quota for this coming
year So if you are on the think
about caming down hurry, hwry
hefore the quota is closed Three
vearg ago In this town, there was
one large hotcl under way, that Is
the wtees] work was up in the alr as
I guess the promoters were as al
that narticular time, work on It had
ceased Today in additlon to that
hotel being finished there are two
half million dollar hotels,. one mil
Hon dollar hotel, and they have just
Int the coniract for a two and one-
half milllon doliar, hotel, to &8ay
nothing of the new husiness blocks,
a magniticent  coliseum, hundreds
and hundreds of mnew homes from

the modest little collage to large
Ttalian Spanlsh  and nondescript
tvpes of lieputifus homes, miles and

miles of new paved straeis and so
many néw additions that a man
would have to live here eleven yeors
. to know the names and locationsg of
Iithem all
jt 18 veal estate everywhere n
the hotels, in the cafeterias, on the

.’streeL ears, in the business houses.t

yon the nler and on the green henches
$which line the sidewaiks;of. the prin
“cipal streets  and torr-<whic¢h 1 8t.
S Petersburg ig mnoated.
wtised on the moving pleture screen,
the vaudeville artists take A crack
at {t. maybe the ministers speak
about It from the pulplt, 1 don't
Jknow You hear it you see lt, you
teel it It .« handed to »ou, It Is
poked at you it exudes frony every
one 1f ynu sit down on one of the
green henches the man next to you
begins ta talk il jif you stop to look
in o window, sonfe one sidles up to
you and wants to knnw if vou don't
want ta go eut and ree More Acits,

Lollywood, Tlgmont listates, [Ray
bridee Helghts  Canada  Tervace

oldsmar or one of the other nine
hundred additians they have to St
Pete, ta say nothing of land and lote
in and nenr towns within a radius of
two bundied wiles from here Snmre
of these additions are close in some
are miles vut  Same are platted and
havoe houses ¢n some have only the
signs. but, oy lorions signg. There
Seems to bw one uniformity ahout
them all—thie price—highcr than u
mad cdt’s back
Bridge Tolls Heavy.

The new (iandv bridge which was
apened tn  traffle lnst  Nevember
crosses An arm of Tampa ay, and
connects Tampu and St Tete It is
six mlles Jong  the longest bridge
fn the world and shartens the dis-
tance between Tampa and st Pete
by about thirty miler. There i3 a
copsiant stream ol autos going both
way s, and at seventy tive cents for
each auto with ten cents ench for
more than one person | think thev
ahould eall it Gandy’'s Mint 1 have
ecrossed {t seleral times one time
at idnight (it's none of yout husi-
nesgs) and it sure is a long one. 1t
fe nine miles fiom the centes of St
I’¢te to Lthe ond of Gandy bridge and
every (oot of ground between the
two places s platted

Yon hear ureat tales about the
money that has been and 8 being
made 1n real esate. QOne of the local
papms cirried an article ubout a
man who bought twenty arcres of
¥ Letween  the town and the
hrfdge last spriug  for £18 000 and
qold 1t just the other day for $30
gon A woman huis A maodest little
coltage fm §$3 600 sells it ina ghort
tima for §7 000  and the present
awner refuses §18.000 for it today
1 ent on one of the reen benches
the vther dav and heard the follow-
ing cantersation hetween tao men
1t wae just at the noon hour

st mn Jlave you any price
on Smith's lot up the street””

Seeand pan Yep *

et man— When did
117

Second
ey ng '

Frat man-
recont ' )

and that s the wav it goes Ten
nuntfea ix andent history in the
reql estite busfness fn St Pote T
Jinve mv em o up to the eurh the
wihey fav to ger a drink or some-
thing and sl walked nlonT a mon
ran aftey e and holléred out,

lella  lowa Thinking 1t was
some one who kuew me or wanted
to borrow a «ollas 1 stopped and
he noked out hls hand and wanted
te knaw if 1 was from Iowa I .-xal_d
vep nre you”’ and he sad '\o_
hop my wife was born in D('_I‘\mson,
wanta buy ans real estate”

vou get

n.an—*'Ten o'clock this

Oonh 1 want something

It is adver-j

Your name from the lhotel registers,
and give them an inch and Jﬁ)u (:n'c
gone. They take you out to show
thelr stuff In Hmousines, In flivvers,
in auto huses as Mgy as ~ pullman
car, In airplunes, and 1 vuppose if,
none of the nhove mentioned convey-
ances were nt hand. they would take
you out by tho scruff of the neck.
Every other room on Central ave.'
nue g a real estate office. The
newspapers carry page on page of
real estate advertlsing, and I and
sura that it “my publishers” could
onily get half of the advertising
these papers do here, they could
bufld a new bullding every other
vear, It just gets In youm blood
I've got i{t. Bvery once in a while
I look at that bank balance of
mine, $§102, all that stands between
three meals n dny and n seca weed .
diet, and think 1 will make a plunge, |
hut It I Qid, it would most likely be.
in the wrong directipn, Same peoploi
are lycky T they would fell in|
the creek, thoy would come cut with i
bhass In thelr pockets 1't probably
come out without nny pants.
Man Makes Land.

. You know. up in Towa, God made
the land and when a man sells what
he has, he is through Down hero'
along the gulf and bay, God made
the land also, but lle made water|
too, and when they sell all of the
land on the water front., they turn
right in and pump up more sand
and make more land, and {f they
keep on dolng thig, 1 don't Kknow
10w long the gulf and bay will last,
You might buy a fine home right
on the water front, hut if you didn’ty
own the ripgarian rights, some one
could come along, filt tn, mauke morve
lund and set you back in the brush.

And now that'g a little bit about
the real cstate business down here

dont want to write much more
Lov “fear “my publlshers” wHl be
wanting to charge me advértising

1ates. You may think { have been
Iving Maybe 1 hasve, but not muchs
I never never He except when it is

But, honest to gxosh, this
shole thing 1s beyond me. It is
1lmost ilke the mushroom growth
of the mining or oil boom towns in
the west, only here it is sunshine
and tourists. And this does not ap-
ply to St, I'ete alone, Go any place
in the state, and you will find the
same thing, How long wiil it last?
I don't know. ask me something
ensy. You know the nrinelpal out-

necessary

ers 1n the park and pltehipg hoage-
shoes Now It Is findlng a parking
space, and they tell me the tourists
are just beginning tv nerive. itbat
they expoert 50 000 hetween now anrl
the first of FPebruary As it {8 now
you line up to get to the post office.
yvou line up gt the bank, you line up
ut the cdfeterias, you lhe up at the
moving pictures. Ob, what will it
be when they all get here” I'm
afraid some one s going to get
pushed in the bay

A lot of people think the present
real estute values are way high I
dn The real estaters don't Maybe
a lot of people. and I, will come
back here In one, three or five years
and Joln the “1 remember” or the
“1 could have Lought ciub \Well,
T gotta get to bed as I am going
out to play golf in the morning.
out to the Coffee Pgt Goll <Club.
Funny name, Coffec Pol Goll ('lyb.
1t §s work being a foreign corre-
spondent, and I'm tired. 1f any of
you want to show your appreciation.
you can telegraph mt or send m¢é n
dollar. My address is the Butler
:Arms hotel, Goog night, o}d dears.
- . THE DUKE. -

ERECT SNOW FENCE .
. .TRAER, : Jan..- 9,—Ten ‘thousand
feet ot anoy fenciig vecently pur-
chaged by the bhoard ‘of supervisors
of Tama county is to be erected
within a few days along the primary
roadg wheve most needed. It will be
used largely on the east and west
roads. DMfted snow did much dam-
age to graveled roads in the county
last winter.
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’]:zke a .

BULOVA
WATCH
at its

face value
and

you will
take a

BULOYA
WATCH!

:'nol-; lll “.'n'fu'."' white gold engmmved
} H 2

meng 1o OTARTT $50.00
With 13 jewel movegiest snd BUrOYA
a\ullty White Filled

€511 -BULovA quality white flled eo-
sraved casei 13 jewel
movemeat . . .

$25 to $2500

BOYSON
JEWELRY CO.

225 So. 2nd St. Higley Bldg.
Diamond Merchants

Thev are =ure matre  pestiferous
than ah insura «e agent And that
makes ne thuuk abenl the voung
o who we ¢ nway fromn home anrl
when he onue teie . sarre of hi
friemla 8ked um whit he bad been
duing. wmd b il he was selilng
1le insuranes hut fin the love of
wihe don o tell Vinther sne thinks,
1l ¢ hiee  teoung nar The renl
aurnisys @ ¢ whe hey et d
1 W= 1 it irl' \r\llt

Lo . ‘v oge
ey o e .:.(:‘rp~l|)g .l..

S~

Gift Shoppe of Quality.

door sport used to be playing uhcok-i

Sshamobindplhe

$35.00 |

i 92750 |!

o

tion of What We Can Realize on
Stock. The Die is Cast, the Final

Turn the Keys Over to the Laridlord. From Now Until That Date You
dictate Prices, Name Your Own Bargains. Come! Everybody!!

FRIDAY and SATU

\ I H E I: :: I N
Tomorrow Marks the Beginninz of Ten ‘ﬁa}w.of Bargain Giving That
Krow No Equal. Prices No Longer Cut Any Figure. It’s Only a Ques-

~
1

the Balance of This Big $30,000 -
Decision Made. January 20th We

DA

EVERY PRICE

IS CRUSHED!

\

ALL LEATHER WORK

Shoes #139|

1> MEN"S $6.00 DRESS

Shoes $369

Hurry For These

A bargain

store {rom door

got to g0 nom

ter the loss, S8

values a#t
4

ANY $5.00 4-BUCKLE

OVERSHOES.
$239

FRIDRY &

$12.00 ALL, WOOL

MACKINAWS

Going at Only

-
'
"

ANOTHER BIG LOT
. “WOOL COAT.

Sweaters
$ 1 69

Actually Worth §1.00

"ALL-

L]

$2.50

]
MEN’S TROUSERS

well

Noat stripes, tailored,

$3.00 values,
al ... ..

B
53,00 heavy weight

cordiiroyr pants $2 .98

. ]
Genuine heavy weight Whip-

cord Breeches . $2.39

Snag-proof—wtaterprool duck
brou-h’e.s. Jdenl for bumters

or otitdoor meon. $2.98

Watch them go st

sse 2o

TH

OPEN
NIGHT

MEN-LOOK! LOOK!-
. Blanket Lined

LEATHER

that's
LY
hotnd tn pack our

door—Dbut they’'ve

HEAVY HALF WOOL

BLANKETS

| "THE BARGAIN LANDSLIDE IS ON—
WILL BE CRAMED INTO 10 DAYS.

- A’GENUINE ' %.POCKET

0. D. SHIRT

That Many

98c

YES, IT'S BRAND NEW
AND PERFECT

i e e

OUTLET

UNTIL

 Would You
Pay $39.50
for a $60.00
zet of Har
ness?

to

Then come Fri
day and Saturday
and take your
pick., Thoy've got.
0 go — that's
final,

nt-
.00

‘Values that will simply .hke your bhreath
away. ' Wann and snug; whipped edges dnrk
colors, and every one' brand new and fresh.
Regular $6.00 values at ...

SATURDAY ONLY

HN I.;;)ME-O‘ :
-~ . TRAQTORS S
GRAB THIS QUICK

300 GALLONS PURE
READY-MIXED HOUSE

.PAINT
$145

We're losing exactly $5.5¢ per
gallon. You win.

N D ’

Dealors Ask From
" to $3.50 for

SATURDAY
10 P. M.

.

Make this.

*

one loaf of Peter Pan and

and enjoy the difference.

* Wristand PocketWatches |

PETERSEN BAKING
fowa's Greatest Bakery

it s

L
The Ccmfi:d Dread

test ‘)/ourself-—' -

Buy two loaves of bread today,

other bread. Then you will taste !

STORE

125 THIRD AVE.
FUR COAT SALE

- vd -

.

-

Special For This Week

one

Meakin Lnghsh Ware
tern and you will he able to add
) other pieces when needed This week ...

22 Pizce Dinner Set of Meakm Decorated
English Ware. This Week

ud
vrae .

CO.

Decorated FF'nghish Teapots,
cach

“vasee sescuarrrasas

White Tea Cups,
cach

ccs e R RN

=
|

317-319 South First St.

W=

27 Piece Dinner Set m a very neat White Pattern of
1lus 1s an Open Stock Pat-

$5.00 .
$5.00

Extra Special This Week

... ... 98¢
8c |

FRANK J. DONAHOE

Phone 88. ‘]|-
]

They

o

s

Go At

$949

7 wey

e

60 DAYS SELLING
TCH THE P

-

They’ll Come For These '
HEAVY $5.00

COMFORTERS

Wetkile 50 of Them Last

Rl

EOPLE COME!

e

AND WE GO!

Junuary 20th the Qutlet Mawe
passes into histary hul. we kmow
we arc leaviug behind us thou-
sandy of well satisfied customwesrs
who received $2.00 in value ‘for
overy S they spest with us.
But now for the tinsl wind up.
With .one stroke of the pen we
tmve cut prices down to unbhe-
lievable figires, We've  made
up our,. mind not. to ship me
pound of the remaining steck.
1t's going for whatever it will
hiing amd take our word this
store is still crummed with thim.
samdxn of burgsins, Ceme We're
sturting a bargain festival that
wil be remembeved many a dig

4 L)

Regular, $125 Heavy

oy

WHILE IT LANTR
ALL WOOL, 2-PIECE -
UNDERWEAR

{ .
l:;i%mwr 98¢

Friday and Saturday

Any $4.00
SUIT

W $1.39
]
P
Genuine Rockford Socks
20c value 9c

Pair ......cc.v..-

H ] ».
Eimit 2 Pair to MA

Every Fur Article Marked Below

Manufacturer’s Costs.
Nothing Reserved From Our Complete

Stock

See Our Coats, Capes, and Chokers.
Muskrat Coats ........:...$55.00 «
PonyCoats ... ............$40.00 up
Hudson Seal Coats . . .......$145.00 up
Raccoon Coats ............$165.00 up
Buy where the coats are manufactured.

F. S. Mitvalsky & Company

901-3-5 South Second St.

FURNITURE

and Rugs

&

Hall - Ekfelt

216 THIRD AVE.

A Special 20%
Reduction on Staple
Cotton and Wool

Biank}ats

-~



