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Fish Take To Duke Ellis Just Like He
Does To The Sea; Letter Tells Story

Kditar's foreword—Ralph R. ‘Duke”
liis Ras been flsehing in the Gulif. In a
previous letter he told of an attempt
3t fishire This time he has a real
fish story, written from St Petersdburg,
Tla.,, where ke ia 2pending the wiater.
Dear Friends. I don't know rax 1
have much to write about just now,
but it is about time 1 was efferversc-
ine again {n order to make good on
that contract I have with The Ga<
zetts and which calls for a letter
semi-occasionally. It's a good con-
wract. You'd be surprised if you knew

questions you are likely to get fool
answers, o I just looked wige. Once
in a while I would ask If conditions
looked -fsvorable, and he would
shake his head. After a time, 1
found out that by examining the
soap on the end of the lead, he
could tell what kind of bottom w
were over, and when it finalfy
showeq bits of coral, he cast anchor
AS we Wera on u coral reef, and that
is the place®™o find the fish. It took
him quite a while and lots ¢of sound-
ings to fAind the reef but it is Just

dresees of members of the party who
will verity everything, that
nearly cverything, I have told you.
I.ater, when the king fish and
maekerel are running. I am golng
agaln, and if they don’t run soon,
me for maore grouper.

.1 can't write much without men-
tioning the real estate businens.
Nearly cvery addition that is jaid
out Yncludes a golf covrse, and they
stop at nothing to get the crowds
out to look over these additions,
One of the more pretentious addi-
tions adjoining the city “has a
wonderful course, eighteen holes, all
bullt In about fifteen montha, and it
you could see what they bullt it out
of, thtough, in and around. you
would realize just a bit at the speed
they go down here.” Walter Hagen
is«the “Pro."” Probably you golf fans
have noticed they have formed a

tood, but just the pame, that clase as

jala rule have more of the fron men

tucked away some place, than soma
of us guys who try to look prosper.
ous, and ain’t. .

There were cars of all kinds, big
limousines, open cars, bumes, and
Yords. 1 went out in a Ford. Glad
ft wasn't & Cadillac or 1 might have
fely constrained to buy. After lunch
there was a man lectured for un
hour. I didn’t stay for that, but 1
can just picture that crowd taking it
all in, and at the finish, crowding
forward to the mourner's bench, sob.
bing for lots. They have a ‘popula.
tion of 1,800 and the thing was start-
ed ten months 3go. ~Maybe I will
come back here [n five! years and
find a city of 25,000, and wish I had
copped on to half of the !o!. on Main
street, Who knows? & o«

-1 notice in one of hls recent
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Foes for a littie filler-in.

did have another try- at that
deep sea fishing out on the Guit 1
wrote you adout in my las: letter,
and this time it was a real fishing
trip. I 1 told you all that happened,
you would net belleve me, 80 1 will
Just give you a rough sketch of it
We Jeft about 7:30, just as the sun
was wiggling up through low hang-
ing clouds or a fog benk, squinting
through now and then, tinting the
Ligher up clouds a light brown, and
then edging them with pink, and
finally poking his jolly old face adbove
them sll. We headed dowT: the bay
into a stiff south bdreeze that now
and then senl the spray f1ying over
the boat, and.a dash of spray in the
face {s exhilerating. I would suiff
in sniff after aniff of that salt
breese, and t fililed me with vim,
vigor and courage cnough to walk
up and slap an elephant in the face.
I enjoyed it. but I can imagine that
1wWo members of the party, as sub-
sequent events proved, would rath-
er have been in a bomd proof con.
crete dygout., four hundred miles
from water of an¥ kind/

There's s Trick In 1i.

e went out into the gulf ahout
ter, or twelve miles, and ran into
anotker fog bank. You know you
Juet can't catch fish any old piace
in the gulf, you gotta know where.
The captaln places his compas,
takes out his watch, travels so long
SOU'east Or BOu'west as the cape
may be, stope the engine amd begins
to sound. He has a plece of lead
aPout two inches square by four
inches long with a hollow in the
bottem, tied to a long rope. He

with that, drops it overdoard, pulls
it up and carefully examines {2, A:
first, I thought he was trying to lo-

out at night and trying to find {t.
Hew They Did Bite.

YVell, as 300n as he had anchored,
we rigged up our poles, cast out,
and bingo, they begam to bite.
There were three of us fishing, two
of the men being non compus men-
tos or de bonls con, | fust forget
the correct Laiun phrase, ,one of
them only fishing occasionally and
then {n a sort of bite-if-you-wanta-I-
éon't-care-manner, and the other
one sitting looking big-eved, far
from home. Two of the men fished
on one side of the boat, and 1 on
the other aide, and I must of been
over the football fleld for I sure did
gt some big huskies. Guess the
other fellows got over the kinder-
garten. In about an hour we caught
close to 440 pounds, groupers,
weighing from three to eighteen
pounds, and listen, honest, I caught
most of the real big ones.

WWhen I was a kid at home on the
farm, one of our outdoor sports was
to catch a five or six months old
calf, tie a rope around ite neck, then
put & bell on it, and see who could
kRang on to {t the longest. Made ma
think of that when 1 hooked one of
those eighteen pound groupers. Then
all of a sudden, no more bites. Guess
school was out. One of the men said
it was carned funny that a man
born and brought up in the middle
west, just about as far awsy from
salt water as he could get, could
come @own here, catch more fish
and be a better sailor than some who
spent more of their time around
here, and he was going to christen
me the "Sea Dog.” »0 now I got a

It was (00 late when we got back
to get a photograph of the flah, the
rotary offices were ai! closed, ro I

was invited out to witness & match
between Walter Hagen and Joe
Kirkwood, and Cyril Walker and
Jim Barnes, and there sure was a
gallery. A week later, I saw Sara-
zen and Diegel play Hagen and
Kirkwood, and at both games, little
Bobby Cruikshank, smiling and rol-
ling off his Scotch gabble, wis one
ot the followers, There are prob-
ably more stars of the golf constella-
tion down here for the winter than
has ever gathered In ore state for
any length of time. 1 don't play
much., It is just one way the real
estate men have of advertising
Florida.
Duke Nibbles.

And real estate again. There are a
couple of young men here from Ce-
dar Rapids, and since my arrival
was announced in big headlines in
the local papers, these young men
have been after me. They are sales-
men for one of the numerous addl-
tions, or sub-divisions as they are
called here. This one is called Otds-
mar 1 put them off as long as I
couid, but finally consented to go
and lcok over their proposition, with
the distinct understanding that I
was not going to buy; that { was do-

ing ft to help them with their com.

pany; they could call me a prospect
{{ they wanted to, but I had my
fingers crossed, and left my pocket-
book at home,

Oldsmar is about fifteen miles
north of Tampa, near the north end
of Tampa bay It is a town site. The
company . bought forty-threse thous-
and acres of ground. It laid out a
town, Tifce wide streets paved, aide-

- ~ 0y Y *
a Yl Ny Gesrge R Dezslas, taies an ordinary cake of soap and]P¢W Dame, look out for my growl. walks, churches, school house, water| till there. You needn't tell me that
S B e Duacan, N I 0 S flle the hollew part of the lead Lacks Proof. ' any man past 50 years of age llkes

works, electric light plant, casino;
glarted a million dollar hotel, and
sure, a golf course. We got there
about noon, free lunch and & band.

foot for land in St Petersburg or
Miami, I dan’t re-call that Cyrenus
has been down in this part of the
country, that is in the last three or
four years. As & usual thing he
reasons well, has a good hard head,
but 1 believe if he should* come
here now, and see what has been,
and is being done, he would ‘get a
difterent slant on things. . N

There are a lot of northern peopls
who,think of Florida only as a litile ;
tinger sticking out in the water be.
tween the Atlantic ocean and the
Gulf of Mexico, a state whers they
grow & few oranges and grape_ fruit
~—and they get frost bitten every so
often—where a few tuurists hike (o
during the winter—and they get
nipped. lLand in Kansas didn't uss
to be worth a tinker's wheop, |
wizh 1 owned some of it now. Ten :
or twelve Yecars Ago, mMany & man ¥
sald Los Angeles had reached iy k
Himit. Guess it did get so big that :
it got sorta tangled up. and s jus:
waiting for its second wind. B

Gosh-a-mighty, this state has got -~
one thing, and that is climate. Of
course, a man can't live on climate,
but it is beginning to produce things.
They are finding that with proper
fertilizition, this toll will grow most
anything. T won't attempt to tell you
what they are ralsing there. T
couvldn't name half the things, and
then the Floridans would get sore.
But climate is something. If & man
can earn a llving, from labor of any ¥
kind, or as a tiller of the sofl where' <
the climate is such that he doemn't
have to freeze for six fonths and
bofl the other six, why not Jabor br
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28 below zero weather. If he says
he does, he {3 ringing a bluff. Guess
from what I have written from time

cate & school hoeuse, as you know a am minus important evidence and|There were probably two hundred]to time, your will begin to think I like
%md‘f'gn":’ .ﬂ:}: iqlu:,l;g a school,:but | my word will have to be as gcod as|people at lunch in the casino, Most{ this part of the country. 3faybe yeg
1 ™
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"Bandits Hold Up
Des \Itg;gs Cafe
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your own electric light
and power service, com-
plete angd dependabdle,
You need aectricity.

Why noet decide now to
make that Delco-Light
installation at once.

“Get Acquainted” Sale

Prices will be slashed 40 rock bottom

4

stion, better coking and hence greater all-round economy.

Insiss on FLORIDA Furnace Size—Order From

CEDAR RAPIDS FUEL COMPANY
CHADIMA COAL COMPANY

HAMILTON SEED AND COAL COMPANY
W. G. HASKELL COMPANY

5875 Pei tea delvored 13 i57 wazm

Berguins for everyone
An Eveat Worth Waiting For
Watch This Space
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QUALITY IS ECONOMY

Armstron3
Clothing
Co.

\
The Store for Men and
Boys—Ilowa’s Largest

GEO. T. GADD

Hardware Co.

121 2nd Ave. E. Phene 313,

bads iR (eger Ranids

THE ELECTIRC
EQUIPMENT (0.

128 First Aveane P,
Phone 1021,

SGIRRILT s B T T T R T T e D B s R A D I i i e




