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B u ch arest. A g re a t, cold, barnlike s ta tio n , damp a n d  u n ­kempt.My nice sh e e p sk in  porter cheerily  hauling  m y  s u itc a se , ty p ew rite r and ex tra  coat— h e  th row s an occasional sm ile over h i s  shoulder to  re a s su re  me, and c a v o r ts  to  where som e open droahkles a n d  a  few senile m oto rs  doing d u ty  a s  ta x is  aw ait o u r  p a t­ronage.B ut m y t r u n k !  My terrible, T erri- ble T runk! H o w  do you say  “ tru n k "  In Uoùm n-nlan? I  yodelcd.“ 'A tten d- es” “E c o u te 1/, " l ia i t" , “W alt!"  and "H ey th e re !"  T h e  "Hey" g o t him . The p o rte r tu rn e d  and I a r tic u la te d  "T ru n k ” , • " K o ffe r ,"  “M alle" and "Box". N o th in g  registered.I resum ed t h e  sign language w hlcn  worked-‘p e rfe c tly , a s  usual. I  handed  hlm’ th é  re c e ip t. Ho grabbed a  hand truck  and  a f t e r  a  d isappearance of some m in u te « , re tu rned  tru n d lin g  th e  T errib le  T ru n k , tho D e sp a ir  of my T rav e ls. . *J w as a p p a re n t ly  the only p erso n  w ith a  t r u n k , th erefo re  the o n ly  mio to bo fed  th r o u g h  tho douane. T his w as an  e lab o ra te ,ce rem o n y .I t  w as in d ic a te d  by thé p o r te r , an old m an, a  y o u n g  man and a  m ldd’.o aged m an t h a t  I 'm u s t  enter a  ce rta in  door; I  b e h e ld  & clean of{lce w ith no one p re s e n t .  I  sa t dow n and  waited an d  a f t e r  awhile a  m a n  cam e In and  a d d re s s e d  me In G erm an .I  m u st t i l l  o u t  a  form. I  m h st show m y- p a s sp o r t, I  m u st an sw e r many, -'q u estio n s. And nil m u s t  be entered-,in- a  la rg e  book w ith  pen and  in k  a n d  elabbrotely  b lo tted . I m ust pay.A kind p e rs o n  on the tr a in  had exchanged 20 fra n c s  Into 200 le t, le st I  be m obbed  b y  tlio porter a n d  tho taxi-m an. Bo I  paid.T hen th o  t r u n k  must be opened, examined, c loso rt and paid fo r ag a in . F o r th e  c e re m o n y , I  suppose. T hen the old m a n , th o  young m an a n d  tho middle nged m a n  m ust bo paid . T hen th e  p o r te r  rc-ndoptod me a n d  we got a t  l a s t  to  th e  taxi, to th e  hotel, to  th e  b lessed  h a ll porter w ho  spoke a  little  E n g l i s h  and helped m o to m ake o ü t th o  Inevitable b lank-form s reciting  m y  llfo-hlstory.Tho tills , t h o  paym ents, th o  taxi, the trun k ' h a u la g o  and tho h o te l por­te r to ta lled  $1.75!

A H O T E L  
R E V IV E S

I  am  to ld  this Is tho b e s t  hotel in town. I t  does not seem  very "best" ’ to  me, tho poor th in g  •------------------------- '  has had I ts  tro u ­bles an d  r p u s t  be forgiven Im per­fections. A f t e r  tho G erm an occu­pation In 1916-17 tho  entire bu ild ing  was left fo r  a  long tlmo flu th e  in­vaders le ft I t— p retty  m uch In  dis­order, I  a m  to ld .B u c h a re s t h a d  too tunny serious Jobs on h a n d  to go tidying u p  us hotels, b u t I t  finally  got a ro u n d  to cleaning o u t  th o  two top f lo o rs  of th is one. F o r  y ea rs  these tw o  floors had to s e rv e  a l l  comers.Only re c e n t ly  tho entlro bu ild ing  has been re s to re d  to uso a n d . I t is always fu ll to  tho  overflow ing.

T w ired f ro m  London fo r  a  room with b a th  b u t  th e  best l  c o u ld  get was ono w ith o u t, and th e y  sa id  I was lu ck y  to  g e t that. A fte r  a  th ree day b a tt le  I  wormed Into a  better room w hile  I t was still w a rm  from Us fo rm er occupant! I  p rac tica lly  stood u p o n  th e  m at and  pounced tho In s ta n t th e  place w as vacated , followed b y  a  procession o f maids and porLcrs to tin g  my p ro p e rtie s .
"W e m a k e 1, said the sm a ll fem m e do ch am bre , " a  gay p ro m en ad e ."
Tho ro o m  has a  balcony outside tho double F re n c h  w indow s -which overlooks th o  principal s tre e t ,  Calea Victorlci; I t  h as  a  bath : I t  h a s  small h a llw a y  with m uch  h a tra c k  on the wan-, It has a  te le p h o n e  of which I  w ill w rite la te r b e c a u se  It needs a  c h a p te r  to Itself; I t  h a s  a gorgeous p in k  brocade c u r t a in  and a  red, g re e n  and blue c a rp e t .  I trembled fo r  tho  price. I t  Is 380 Lol, Plus 60 fo r  heating, p lus 10 for s trang ers’ ta x :  a  total o f 450, ur about tw o  d o la rs  and a  h a lf  p e r  day.
-----------------—— • At f i r s t ,  a s  youi look a  r  o u n dKEEI* Y O U R  your bedroomyou d e s p a ir  ofT E M P E R ! e v e r  learn inghow to  d r e s s*—-----------------------• w ithou t a n ything to p u t  y o u r toilet a r t ic le s  upon. No " b u re a u " , no dresser o f  a n y  sort. Ju s t a  s m a ll  w riting ta b le  b y  the window, a  foot-square long-legged article w i th  m arblo, top b e s id e  the bed, a' w a rd ro b e  and tw o c h a ir s .  Oh, yes, and  a  li ltlo  stand to  h o ld  your bag and  su itca se .Some d a y  I  nm going to  g e t  a n  ir- vlslblo c lo a k , follow som ebo dy  imo her room  a n d  see how sh e  m an ag es, i t  Is th is  w a y  nil over th e  co n tin en t. I rem em b er how I used' to  k e e p  my comb, b ru s h ,  nall-flle, co ld  cream and p o w d er on a  chair n e a r  t h e  mir­ror w h ich  adorned .the w ardrobe door.Each d a y  th o  cham berm aid  would gather, th e m  tip and p u t th e m  awuy In a  l i t t l e  draw er, of th o  w riting  table. E a c h  day  I would y a n k  them' out ag a in  a n d  re-arrange th e m  on the ch a ir.This w e n t on  for w eeks. I n  vain  I s trugg led  f o r  an  u n d e rs ta n d in g . I got th e  h e a d  p orter to  in te rp re t .I  ask ed , "W h ere  are y ou  supposed to keep y o u r  dressing th in g s ? ” The maid w a iv e d  her hands to w a r d  the w riting  ta b le , tho  w ardrobe a n d  the stand w ith  th e  w a te r-p itc h e r and shrugged. I  never tr ied  to  investi­gate a g a in . I  w as worn o u t. Beaten.B ut m y  s p ir i t  Is re v iv in g . Some day, a f t e r  I  have m ade m y  forty- seventh t r i p  from th e  foo t-square, long-legged m arblo  topped a r t ic le  at tlio b ed sid e  to  the w ardrob e  m lrrur, and b ac k  a g a in  with m y  co m b , my brush, m y  pow der, my ro u g e , m y lip­stick, m y  handkerch ief, m y  gloves, my s c a r f , m y  everything, I  s h a ll  fly into a  f i t  o f  hysterics, a n d  of the mob t h a t  com es to calm  m e  l  shall dem and to  know th e  C on tinen ta l •technique o f dressing w ith o u t  any iartlclo o f  fu rn itu re  to  p u t  . your d ressin g -a rtic les  on.1 T hcro  m u s t  bo some s im p le  an ­swer, If I  cou ld  only find  I t  out.
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